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were the so-called "wiping out of the disgrace*5 and a
minimum demand for security for Germany against all
possible combinations. It was believed that these could be
achieved by building up a strong nucleus of power.

The course of events was not decided by differences, or
ambitions, or inward perplexity, but by something else.
The judgment passed on the Generals by my military rela-
tive was as follows: "Never will those men step in and over-
throw Hitler, They must have someone to give them orders.
If they can't have their old king they'll find themselves a new
one, even if they have to drag a pimp out of a brothel for the
purpose!"

XVI

A PEACE  PARTY

Even after the formal surrender to the National Socia-
lists, opposition within the army remained an important
factor up to the outbreak of war. It was visibly exempli-
fied in the dismissal of General von Fritsch.

It was not merely an opposition to Nazism; it was also
directed against military radicalism, which, as I should like
to^ repeat, has little to do with Prussian militarism. Military
radicalism in reality represents the application of the most,
modern notions of rational planning and mechanization to
the military sphere. Consequently it approximates to the
trend of thought of that political radicalism in all countries
which advocates a future rationalized world order.

There was a definite peace party in the German army
under the Nazi regime.

When in Paris in the summer of 1939* I was invited to
meet certain anti-Nazi German officers in Switzerland, with
a view to considering ways and means of preventing the
threatened war. About the same time a French friend
brought me news that a highly-placed French General,
enjoying the complete confidence of Dalactier, the French
Premier, was ready, in accordance with .the Premier's desire,
to take part in strictly confidential conversations with* a
<3erman General Staff officer of equal rank. My fiie&d
me to Second tih^se efforts.                  ^                M